Wihat is Quakertown Swamp?

The swamp is a 518-acre werland formed by warer
perched near the soil surface. The diverse habirar
includes open warer, shrub werland, carrail marsh,
wel mcadow and foresred swamp. The entre swamp
is underlain by diabase, or rrap-rock, an igneous
incrusion thar forms the boulder-sirewn landscape
in this part of the csunrny.

Where is it located?

The sweamp is locared 2 miles sowthease of
Cuakertown along Bog Run, a mburary o
Tohickon Creck, The swamp spans the upper Bucks
Councy townships of Wesr Rockhill, East Roclchill
and Fachland, Ir includes wetands all along Bog
Foum from just wese of Rre, 309 o o conflucnce
with the Tohickon Creck north of Ree, 313,

Wiy is it important?

Ciuakertown Swamp 15 the largest inland wetland in
Bucks Couney and s designated by the Audubon
Society as an Imporrans Bird Area. Ieis home o che
largese grear blue herom rookery in eastern
Penmsylvania and provides hahitat for 91 bird
specics, Varginia rail and marsh wren, both rare in
Penmsylvania, have been seen recenty in the swamp,
Drespate use of the area for colonial era potterics,
and more recent trap rock quarrying, large portions
of the swamp remain relatvely undisturbed, The
swamp also henehts the larger watershed by stonng
Hoodwaters and helping to maintain the water
quality of Bog Run.

What is a wetland?

Marshes, bogs, swamps, wet meadows, and shallow
ponds are all different rypes of wetlands. Each
AuppoOrts different kinds of plant communites.
Sreatergs have a preponderance of trees or shrubs,
and mrarsies contain non-woody planes ike cateails,
In all prpes of wetlands, the soals are saturated or

covered by water tor long penods of time during the

growing season. Three things make a wetland:
water, either on or ner the surlace, saal thar bormed
under wet conditions, and plants thar either require
wet conditions or tolerate warer.
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Wihat good is a wetland?

Werands provide many values thar are important
for people:

* They can srore warer during floods, preventing
costly flood damage o downscream areas,

* Their dense plant growth absorbs some pollurants
from warter, helping to maintain good warer qualiny.

* They are eritical habirars for fish and wildlife,
providing Food, cover and NEsring arcas for rmore
than 500 species,

« Many endangered and threarened species of
plants and animals require werlands o survive,

* They protece hiodiversity by serving as srorchouses
of generic marerial; some of these species may
prove critical toous in the furere as sources of
medicines and wseful chemical compounds,

* They provide opportunities for recreation,
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How can you belp Quakertown
Swamp?

et to know the waet-
land berter — spend
somme time there and
learn about the plants
and wildlife.

* Pick up lier and debris
im the wetland .||-.:-|1§
public roads.

* Tell vour neighbsors and friends abour the value
of wetlands and of Quakertown Swamp.

o B aware, and ler others know, ehar fill and
debris may not be placed in wedands withour
stare and Federal permics,

* Suppaort the Quakertown Swamp Parmership
in its effores o profect ths swamp. The
Partnership is a cooperative effore of many
':"r";.lllin".lfil.:ll'lﬁ .||'|':! il'l-C‘Ii'-'i-C‘I'.LII.‘- i'l'lfl.'ﬁ.'.‘-'-!'l:l. i'l'l
preserving the valuable resources of the swamp.

This brovhre wvrs miade posible througph g
Lepiniative Taiviative Grant frowm Represertazive
Fawl I, Clymer b Hevitage Consevancy e greng
MATS Irlm.-:l'.*.u" .':5-} oy Conmmammnainh af Penneplania,
Dieparirment of Community and Economir
Dppelapiment. Questions abeur the information
provided can be diveceed vo
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Self-Guided Tour

With the ecception of the State Game Lawds,
Qnﬂ&'rﬂ'mn Ern-'ﬂn.r_lt: i m.’ﬁ'ﬂf}'mfrrmr: Jraperiy
Please do wor suter Privite property nitbrone s
fardwuurri’_lpm.rmmn.

St your tour ot Stire Gitrae Lindls #1539 meatr phe
fmtersersion of Musknas e Rick o Bl A small
Pur]:ing arva is located on buskrar Bd. near the
intersection, Take 8 fen-mprsse il past !ﬂ'rrgr!r:: drad
J|"'h.sl."|"a:l.rﬂ the sradd o a mean -.l?:l.l'l'ﬂrf_lf-"lt-'.ll':'l'l{”. Cin the far
side of the pond s one of the largest serub-shrub
wetlands in southeassern PAL If you wait, you may
S0 2 VarieEy of turtles, f:rllp:, ducks and posibly cven
a muskral or beaver. Sonpbinds, including warblers
and ﬂ.l.'L.m'.]l.-'.n can be heard in the wosdlands wo che
"'iIlLIf]I. Woirerr yewr mevnerm s thve Jutrkitmg dred, furm fo e
reg-"J.r and walk m'hw-x Miresternie R, ﬁu A0 wards. Lok
o the left oo view an exensive heron D::-c:-]-u.'::.- [2].
Great blue herons have created a growing neting
colony here since 1994,

{f_ o itre avertnrons, ustile fick fo tie Brtersection
derdd trarn ."n:_',l'i'r ane Fick Hill B, Follone Feck Hll B
to e averpess. Before the overpass climib up the
embamlement an the leff fo reach she raslroad rack:. Be
alert! One nr the two tracks is sull active and
extreme care should be used in walking along the
tracks, Ar the trtcks comtinsie to the loff for abonr 100
_:p.-.'rﬂ': until you see a culvert that drins waer frurm
one side of the racks o the :::-I.|1|.r. From this point
enpoy the panommic view of the swamp (3). In the
distance on the lefi you see the heron mwokery and
the pond on the Game Lands, To the Aghe is an
extemaive cattadl marsh. You may see the dome shaped
muskrat lodges formed From the cattails. Retrrr s
Hhe paviing dred fo coRtiRne the srar

Turn f:ﬁ fl:\-::-l:ll. the Pur]-:ing arva onto ks Ef:-
cross Rich Hill Bd. and bear re'g-"J.r at the stop onto
Werke! Rat. Turn righe at the gecond stop sign ono
Bethlehern Rel, and make the first fgf on Green Top R

Comttine on Greem Top A unil you pass under Rie.
309, Alomg the road abead you see the rocky wood-
lamdd thar draing o Eul: R, 5L|l|.l |1r.uﬂ'| 1:-|.I|lr|. yem
reach the stop sl.pl. to e oak, hickory, sugar maple
and saasalra p’llm:@ berween the |::-c:-|.1|d.r.n. 4. Bog
Run begins ies flowe i the woodland oo the right.

Tuurn righe ar the stop sign onte Carol Basin B Turn

right at the stop apn onm Whelmed Ra and continge T -

tor the stop sgn ar Bk Hill B, Turn righe and pro-
ceed m Rre, 304, The beginnings of the saamp and
Bop Run are off o the nighe. Tum séghe onto Bre

209 and Bear viphe oneo the exic ramp, IF craffic per-
mits, show on the ramp o notice the common reed
which 1= abundant aleng the pipeline in and around

the swamp (5), This plant, Perggine qusfin, 15 one

of a group of agpressave, invasive plants char replace
and degrade the habarar when the swamp 15 dis-
turbed, Bog Run passes under the ramp in the woed-
ed area ar the botom of the hill,

Ar the end of the ramp move to the left lane o wim
feff onte Coven Top R, and then o again oneo Ol
Brehlchern Pile, Ar 4010 mile the pipeline cleanng is
tor thee left and the swamp is o the nghe (8), Streams

orginanng in the wooded hillside o the south foed

into the swamp.

Turn gl ar the nexe intersection oo Kk Bl B4,
and continue 152 mile t ponds on adher side of the
road, The woodland beyond the ponds 15 wer for
long periods and you wall see thar some planes form
hummacks o nise above the warer (7). Tin caks,
which rolerare these wer condinons, can be idenrified
here by their dowmward-slannng lower branches,
These wondland poals are importans breeding haka-
tar for amphibians including wood Frogs, spring
peepers, reads, and salamanders, You may hear cher
calls up re 172 mile away on rainy spring evenings,

Continsr along Bick Ha¥ B, crossing under the rail-
road overpass and turning fF onee Seck Hell Bl The
expansive cartal marsh viewed from the railroad
emhankment is now to your lefr, Turn & onto Racky
Ridlge Bl and proceed abour 2010 mile tooa narrow
crosing of Bog Bun (8), The stream flow here may
b underecrable because the land of the swamp s so
Aar. You may see barge wooden bird boses in che
wisds here, These bosxes artrace wood ducks which

prefer T mest i trees over wateT,

Follow cthe road as ic curves oo che righe and
riphe oneo Palerown B, At Bre. 313 vurn mighy and
procecd abour 4110 mile, Ar che bottom of the hill
vl may pull off the road o che right before the
bridge (9], To the keft you may see s pond recentdy
enlarged by beaver, The flowers of purple looseserife
{Lythrarn salicaria) can be seen here in the summer.
This 15 another invasive plant thar deseoroys wetland
habicar by replacing the natve wetland species. The
marsh here contains many standing dead orees, called
snags. The snags are important habicar for bards, pro-
viding both nesnng and restng spors, These snags
indicate thar the water level was once lower,

Continge along Bre. 313 wo the next ingersecion and
turn A onee Ave Hondle Bd, Pollaw Ave Handle R
waroiend fo the fF o the last crossing of Bog Run (10,
T the lefr you may see Ieard rail, a wetland plane
named for it unusual floweer, T che right Bog Run
flows into the Tohickon Creek, Proceed m the incer-
secon of Theesher Ba Turn
feft and follow Thaerker B
back to Bree 313
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